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Facts about the stable fly

Stomoxys calcitrans (L)

❂ The stable fly has several common names

including ‘the biting house fly’ and the 

‘dog fly’.  It is about 
1/4 inch long, is dark grey

and the abdomen has a series of dark irregular

spots on it.

❂ Stable flies are bloodsucking insects which cause

considerable irritation and injury to animals and

people from their painful bite.  Horses and

cattle are particularly vulnerable to fly attack

and become very distressed and lose condition

r a p i d l y.  In some cases, this can result in death

of the animal.

❂ The fly has a sharp mouth part (proboscis) for

piercing the skin and drawing blood.

❂ Both male and female flies will bite.  

The female fly needs multiple blood meals

before laying her eggs.

❂ Stable flies can breed in animal and poultry

manures (particularly when mixed with organic

matter), horse stables, decaying vegetable

m a t t e r, open compost heaps and grass clippings.

❂ Breeding mainly occurs during the spring and

summer months.

For some simple steps to prevent stable flies

b reeding, see inside.

P E S T S P E S T S

Product Names Active Ingre d i e n t

Residual - Adult flies:
Ficam W 800g/L Bendiocarb
Dyfly Plus 10g/kg Methomyl
Cooper R. I . 250g/kg Pe r m e t h r i n
C i s l i n 10g/L Deltamethrin
Responsar professional 50g/L Cyfluthrin
D e m o n 400g/kg Cypermethrin

Knockdown - Adult flies:
Re s l i n 50g/L Bioresmethrin

400g/L Piperonyl Butox i d e
Baytex 550 550g/L Fe n t h i o n

La rvae in manure :
Dipterex 500SL 500g/L Tr i c h l o r f o n
Dipterex SP 800 800g/L Tr i c h l o r f o n

Stockpiled manure :
Va p o n a 500g/L Dichlorovos
Neocid 200P 200g/L Diazinon

Fly control products
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