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No flies on insect expert

By DANNAE SYNOT

MORE than  halfway
through his tenure at the
Shire of Gingin and foren-
sic entomologist David
Cook believes he has made
headway in combating the
region’s industry crippling
stable fly epidemic.

The UWA insects expert
has been working since Oc-
tober to reduce fly numbers
in identified hotspots, par-
ticularly on commercial
farming properties where
there is a large amount of
crop residue.

Dr Cook has identified a
large concentration of sta-
ble flies in areas including
Wooldridge Estate. Win-
field Park and Lennard
Brook in recent months.

“There are a number of
horticultural businesses
popping up around the
shire, hence why there is a
stable fly problem,” he
said.

“Flies breed almost ex-
clusively out of rejected
harvest, such as cauli-
flower, celery, broccoli and
lettuce — anything that re-
quires irrigation, or efflu-
ent ponds at piggeries.

“Combined with a sandy
soil environment and re-
cent ongoing warm temper-
atures, it is a perfect breed-
ing ground.”

If the problem is left un-
addressed, stable flies feed

off the blood of livestock,
cansing major distress and
health problems to the ani-
mals, as well as significant
economic loss to farmers.

“It only takes 20 flies to
feed off one animal, caus-
ing it to lose condition.” Dr
Cook said.

“When that happens,
owners have to spend extra
to feed their livestock.”

Dr Cook said that while
there has been a drop in fly
numbers in the past month,
he was still focusing his at-
tention on areas once iden-
tified as having a more se-
vere concentration,
revisiting the sites weekly.

“Prevention (of stable
fly breeding) is difficult,
but it's important we con-
tinue to keep on top of it,”
he said.

Dr Cook said that keep-
ing the public well-in-
formed was the key to com-
bating the problem and
options for disposing of
harvest materials were
being investigated.

“Spraying residue is not
the long term answer,” he
said.

Dr Cook hopes when he
finishes his monitoring
and education program by
May, that farmers will be
better prepared for the next
stable fly breeding season.
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Forensic entomologist David Cook has identified stable fly hotspots
across the Shire of Gingin.
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Police warn drivers
of double demerits

DRIVERS are reminded double demerit
points will be in place during the Labour|
Day period - from Friday March 4 to Monday|
March 7, inclusive.

Senior Sergeant Wally Brierley of East
Metro Traffic Office is warning motorists
that double demerits for certain offences|
come into effect at 12:01am, on the Friday.

“Speeding, seatbelt offences pertaining tof
drivers, driver permitting travel in open
load spaces, exceeding 0.05 per cent blood al
cohol concentration and presence of pre
scribed illicit drugs or fail to supply orall
sample or blood sample will all carry double|
demerit point penalties,” he said.

“Additionally, I am urging drivers to get|
the road safety message and not drive when|
fatigued or use a motor vehicle that is not in
a roadworthy condition.™

He said all patrol staff would be on duty]
thr the long

BRIEFLY

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL INTAKE
STATE Education Minister Liz Constable last|
week announced plans for a third intake of In-|
dependent Public Schools. Ninety eight
schools already have become |
giving them more ownership and cweraH
school direction and teacher selection. Appli-|
cations for the third intake close in mid-May
and successful schools will be notified in July.
They will start as Independent Schools at the
beginning of 2012,

AGM FOR BULLSBROOK HIGH

THE Bullsbrook District High School P and C
Association will hold its annual general meet-
ing on Wednesday, March 9. The meeting will
begin at 7pm inthe Brearley Street staff room,
All welcome. For information, email bulls-
brookpandc@hotmail.com.

Open 6.00am 1o 5.00pm Monday to Friday
6.00am to Z.00pm Saturday

23 Elliott Street, MIDVALE P: 8250 1030 F: 9250 3334

Packed by Jim Howlett
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MORE LISTINGS WANTED!
Dus to the spiks in aalsa last month, we ars atarting to
run short of llstings. cail Jock today to have an
obligation fres appralaal of your house, land or farm.

Ph: 0] 5571 2422 Fax- 08) 9571 2468

== | Real Estate Bl - ol S

0428 BB7 761

1Waral:t:ﬂ‘lise U, as in us, as in community
* Deposits * Investments
+ Insurance + Credit Cards
* Financial Planning * Business

We invite U to find out more. Call in and compare the difference today.

Ellenbrook branch

38E Main Street, Fri 9am to 5pm
Ellenbrook Sat 9am - 12pm
P 6296 6319

Ellenbrook branch

service and competitive banking products
of our competitors, but with one important difference.

Mon - Thur 9am to 4pm

* Home Loans

+ Financial Planning

Bendiigo and Adslaids Bank Limitsd
AEN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879, (S29539) (06/10)

Bendigo Bank

Join Australia’s
Fastest Growing Direct

Franchise

As recognised by the BRW Fast

Franchises 2010 Awards

Get in quick to secure your franchise today! Aussie
Farmers Direct now deliver fresh 100% Australian produce
1o over 80,000 homes in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbaurne,

Canberra and Perth.

* 170+ Franchises nationally and growing

* Flexible working hours

* A constantly expanding product range
* Exciting income opportunities

For mare information email Carl Prowse on carprowse@aussiefarmers.com.au
or call him on 0447 776 610. Visit our website at www.aussiefarmers.com.au

Aussie
Farmers
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