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Also please remember that if you report having stable flies in one
month and they are s ll there next month you need to report them
again, otherwise the Shire thinks they have gone, and
record that month as being fly free. Download the complaints
form from the SFAG website

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You

www.stableflyac ongroup.org.au

NO FLIES ON TERRY!

Local Council
Contact Details
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The SFAG Committee

Shire of Gingin
Principal Environmental
Health Oﬃcer
Phone ‐ 9575 2211
Fax ‐ 9575 2121
Website ‐ www.gingin.wa.gov.au
Email ‐ mail@gingin.wa.gov.au

City of Swan
Phone ‐ 9267 9267
Fax ‐ 9575 2121
Website ‐
www.cityofswan.com
Email ‐
swan@swan.wa.gov.au

City of Wanneroo
Health Services
Ph 9405 5000
Email ‐
enquiries@wanneroo.wa.gov.au

sfag rag

CHAIRMAN
Bob Wilson Ph/Fax 9655 1055
Email : chairman@stableflyac ongroup.org.au
SECRETARY/TREASURER
Jo O away Ph 9655 3024
Fax 9655 3130
Email : secretary@stableflyac ongroup.org.au
PO Box 114, Lancelin, 6044
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Bill White Ph 9575 7543
Fax 9575 7708
COMMITTEE
Reg Beale Ph 9575 7572/Fax 95757502
Gary Harley Ph 9575 2286
Kate Lane Ph 0400 044 627
John Longman Ph 9653 1672
Anne Sibbel Ph/Fax 9571 2080
Rod Withnell Ph 9575 2162

www.stableflyactiongroup.org.au
Don’t forget to visit our new look website for updated
information, press releases, Dr Cook’s scientific reports, new
membership forms, membership renewal forms for 2012/13, etc.

Friday 26 October 2012 will long be remembered in
SFAG circles as the day Hon Terry Redman MLA,
Minister for Agriculture & Food, announced stable flies
as a Declared Pest under the BioSecurity & Agricultural
Management (BAM) Act, thus se ng the stage for
ghter controls on stable fly breeding and crea ng an
opportunity for higher penal es for oﬀenders against
the legisla on, providing a deterrent.
Mr Redman made the public announcement at
Bogdanich Farms, cnr Cowalla Rd and Gingin Brook Rd in
the company of state poli cians, local government staﬀ,
the VWA, growers, SFAG members and community
representa ves. SFAG Chairman Bob Wilson invited Mrs
Maureen Dobra president of VWA to give an
introductory address. Following her posi ve statements,
Bob then thanked the Minister for honouring the
promise he made at the public mee ng at Woodridge to
do something about the stable fly problem. He also
men oned that this was the culmina on of over 20
years of lobbying by many people who have been
aﬀected by this scourge for many years.
Stable Flies as a Declared Pest under the BAM
Legisla on will come under Category C : Management.
This means eradica on of the declared pest from an
area or part of an area for which it is declared is not
feasible but that management of the pest should occur,
and that a Management Plan will be developed in

consulta on with all stakeholders. To this end, a
Regulatory Reference Group (RRG) has been set up by
the Department of Agriculture & Food (DAFWA) and
two representa ves from the SFAG Commi ee have
been invited to form part of the Group. SFAG Chairman
Bob Wilson will be on the RRG with Secretary Jo
O away and Commi ee member Anne Sibbel sharing
the second posi on.
The first mee ng of the RRG took place on 13
November at the Department’s headquarters in South
Perth. A endees went through the first dra of the
Management Plan, and although there are a lot of
issues to work through and reach agreement on, the
spirit of this first mee ng was very posi ve.
The area to which the Declara on and Management
Plan will apply is the 12 local government areas covered
by the current Health Regula ons. The prac ces to be
followed under the Plan concern hor culture, intensive
animal industries and commercial and domes c
compos ng.
Having stable flies declared under the BAM Act is
regarded by the SFAG Commi ee as a major
achievement, and is the result of seven years of
lobbying poli cians for legisla ve reform. The Group is
commi ed to con nuing to work together with all
stakeholders likely to be aﬀected.

From le to right
Ian Rotheram, Hon Grant Woodhams MLA,
Maureen Dobra (President VGA), Ian
McPharlin (DAFWA), Hon Terry Redman
MLA, Mike Aspinall (Gingin Shire
President), Dr David Cook (UWA).
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A reminder...
Green membership renewal form is a ached for those members who have not renewed their membership for 2012/13.
Your membership is valued and important. Forms can also be downloaded from the SFAG website
www.stableflyac ongroup.org.au . Please remember if you pay by direct deposit to the SFAG’s bank account, use your
name as a reference.

New Research Project
The Department of Food & Agriculture (DAFWA)
are looking at a new and novel approach to stable
fly control thanks to a new project funded by
Hor culture Australia, which provides matching
funds to the financial support provided by 8 local
government shires mostly aﬀected by this fly, as
well as the vegetable industry (vegetablesWA).

such a way that stable flies are either: (i) not
a racted to lay eggs on this material, or (ii) unable
to develop their larvae or maggots on this material.
These products boost the numbers of beneficial
microorganisms (bacteria and fungi) in soil, many of
which are deleterious to the growth and survival of
fly larvae.

Project leader Dr Ian McPharlin (Hor cultural
Development Oﬃcer, DAFWA) together with
entomologist Dr David Cook (UWA) have embarked
on a new approach to minimise stable fly breeding
in ro ng vegetable crop residues.

In simple terms, this project is looking at
manipula ng the microbial environment within
ro ng vegetable crop residues in such a way that
stable flies won’t u lize them to con nue their life
cycle. In addi on, the crop residues will be broken
down more rapidly with the use of these
bioaccelerants that will boost the beneficial
microbes in the soil, suppress root diseases and soil
pathogens, as well as improve nutrient recycling
and soil structure.

One of the keys to stable fly management in
vegetable crop residues is ge ng the organic
ma er (OM) broken down as quickly as possible to
both a) reduce the poten al for stable flies to
develop in the material, and b) decrease the me to
next plan ng. Enhanced biodegrada on of
vegetable crop residue a er harvest will be tested
using OM bio‐accelerants applied to vegetable crop
residues (leaves, stalks, roots and heads) le a er
harvest is complete. This will be compared with
current best management prac ces where
unharvested residues are mulched, sprayed with
insec cide, le to dry on the soil surface, and then
incorporated into the soil.
Two commercial products that accelerate OM
breakdown show further promise in their
applica on as they may alter the microbial
popula ons that breakdown ro ng crop residues in

This represents a new and exci ng method of
significantly reducing this pest fly using products
that are highly beneficial to the health of our soils
and represent a poten al win‐win situa on for
vegetable growers and those who con nue to be
aﬀected by the stable fly. Large scale field trials
have commenced this November to determine the
impact these bioaccelerants have on stable fly
development and the rate of VM breakdown in
ro ng crop residues.

Figure 1. Large amounts of leaves, stalks and reject produce are le a er harves ng brassica crops (LHS),
which allow stable flies to develop in the ro ng material. Bio‐accelerants of organic ma er breakdown
both speed up and alter the microbial environment in ro ng vegetable ma er such as Silverbeet (RHS),
which may provide a way to suppress stable fly development.

Merry Christmas
From all of us at SFAG…
we wish you a safe, happy and fly free Christmas and New
Year.

